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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 15240 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EMRG' EG.SY, US 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PETROLEUM COMPANY INTEREST IN SYRIA 
AND EGYPT 

REF: (A) DAMASCUS 3795, (B) CAIRO 9555 

1. REFTEL A REPORTED ON VISIT OF GULF VICE PRESIDENT 
NORMAN LEWIS TO DISCUSS SYRIAN OIL EXPLORATION POTENTIAL 
AT INVITATION OF SARG PETROLEUM MINISTRY. 

2. DURING LONDON DEBRIEFING, LEWIS SAID SYRIAN GEOLOGY 
UNPROMISING. BUT GULF INTENDS TO SEND 

SMALL TEAM TO STUDY AVAILABLE DATA MORE CLOSELY. LEWIS 
BELIEVES IT WORTHWHILE TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN GULF 
CONTACT WITH SYRIANS IF ONLY TO KEEP ABREAST OF ANY NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS. 
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3. LEWIS CONFIRMED THAT DURING HIS VISIT TO CAIRO HE 
HAD BEEN TOLD EGPC ANNOUNCEMENT OFFERING ACREAGE IN 
SINAI WAS RESULT OF PREMATURE ACTION BY JUNIOR MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL (REFTEL B). LEWIS ADDED BOTH EMBASSY AND 
EGPC HAD ADVISED THAT FURTHER PROGRESS ON DISENGAGE- 
MENT IN SINAI MUST OCCUR BEFORE OIL EXPLORATION 
ACTIVITY COULD COMMENCE. 

SPIERS 
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